MEETING RECAP
5TH AVE GROUP INPUT MEETING 7
MEETING DATE: November 18, 2017

MEETING LOCATION: Alfred Rubin Riverwalk Community Center, Room 205, 305 Jackson Ave.,
Naperville, IL
STAFF ATTENDEES:
Jim McDonald - Ryan Companies
Becky Diehl - Ryan Companies
Jennifer Louden – City Staff

The meeting started with residents asking for clarification on who Ryan is and how we got to this
point in the process.
LAND USE
• Resident is concerned about a downturn in the economy and the effect on this
development
• Do not build another downtown. Alternatively, another resident would like to see another
downtown development near the train. Developing this space appropriately will help
cover a budget deficit.
• Resident would like to see something thoughtful and modest in scale – not a downtown.
The Park Addition neighborhood will not embrace what was presented in the original
watercolor.
• Businesses thrived 30 years ago but tanked in 5-7 years.
• Do not want a “big business” commercial area.
• Do not build something that looks like Water St. – too dense, too tall, unattractive.
• Resident suggests there is a middle ground between 10 stories and doing nothing. He
would like to see something that improves traffic and pedestrian situation. Perhaps
include bicycle lanes.
• Resident would like to see nothing taller than Kroehler building.
• Residents chose to live in Park Addition because they didn’t want to live in downtown
Naperville.
• Make 5th Avenue area a destination.
• Would like to see a gym or daycare.
• Maintain the livability – walk to downtown, walk to train, etc.
• Downtown is empty during the day but bustling at night. Residents don’t want this at 5th
avenue. No nightlife.
• Keep restaurants and bars closer to Washington and not neighborhood-facing.
• Add plazas, fountains and/or courtyard near the residential areas
• Gathering area that encourages people to be outdoors all year
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Bike parking is horrendous. Add secure bike parking.
Be cognizant of anything we add that may entice crime.
Add attainable senior housing (55+) complex.
Move density away from neighborhood, closer to the tracks.
Single family homes, possibly two-story townhomes at Kroehler park
Office space would be good and encourage a reverse commute
How do we make the Kroehler building more attractive to someone looking to lease
office space?
Office space would do very well in this area given in the access to the train and the
walkability to downtown.
Who is taking the lead role of the city to understand the cost of the Kroehler building?
Could it be acquired to become a part of this development and become part of the
master plan?
Control future development of buildings
Resident does not want a theater. It will only exacerbate the traffic and parking issues
Many other participants agreed.
Keep focus on the long term financial viability of whatever is built
Optimize land use and ROI to the city to avoid raising taxes. Office or residential
development is helpful.

TRAFFIC/PEDESTRIAN SAFETY
• Evening commute takes 30 minutes to get to Washington and Chicago from the train
• Pedestrian connections would be great – improves safety.
• Do not put drop-off hub near neighborhood so buses are idling on the residential streets
• Add safe bicycling lanes that are clearly marked.
• Ellsworth dead ends into Kroehler. Need to be cognizant of the traffic flow and how it will
affect pedestrians. Separate pedestrians from traffic.
• Provide more mass transit options with more efficient traffic flow – buses pickup on
south side then park on the south side.
• If you remove parking from Kroehler lot, it will alleviate some of the safety issues for
pedestrians.
• Take parking off of 5th, keep it two lanes of traffic and add islands.
• Have clear paths for cars and pedestrians.
• Add speed bumps
• Have smarter pedestrian crossings to improve safety
• Attracting families will cause Ellsworth to be severely overcrowding and will cause the
school district to redistrict. All families with young children will be affected by this.
• We need to look at how other Naperville projects are going to compound and what the
effects are.
• Add a second turn lane on Washington
• Could you add a second exit to Washington from the lot on the north side of the tracks?
• Direct access egress onto Washington from decks
• Add bus depot to Children’s Museum lot
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Residents like the idea of improving pedestrian/bicycle connectivity to downtown and
connecting greenspace (ecological corridors). Another resident says this could also be a
safety issue.
North/south connectivity is more important than east/west connectivity.
Current Washington underpass is not appealing and dangerous.
Bike commuting in Naperville could use a huge improvement.
Washington is currently an imposing boundary.
Resident is not going to send their kids to school through a tunnel no matter how well-lit
it is.
Pedestrian bridge at Loomis (potential for commercial sponsorship)

PARKING
• Could some parking be put underground?
• If you make it too easy to get in and out of the parking it could have a negative impact on
traffic for the neighborhood.
• Have multiple locations for parking exits to Washington
• Put parking on the south side of the tracks
• Daily fee spots (can’t park there until after 9) are empty. Improve operation of the
parking permit process.
• Underground parking and greenspace at Kroehler lot.
• Train parking is currently not “for profit”, perhaps this should change.
• Detailed study of the parking needs to be done.
• Some residents go to Rt. 59 simply because they can’t get parking at 5th Ave.
DESIGN
• What is built it should be architecturally pleasing. Compliment the neighborhood with a
historical feel. Resident referenced local historical homes and the Kroehler building.
• Another resident likes the mix of the historical elements (like Kroehler) with something
more modern.
• Design should be timeless.
• The train is the lifeblood of the community and the design should represent this.
• Would like to see a higher widow ratio on street fronts (no tinted mirror glass).
• Do not build all buildings the same height.
• New condos south of the train (on Ellsworth) are much too tall and wide for the area.
East side of the building has exterior exits. This building is an example of a transitional
use development.
• Taller buildings should go up against the tracks, shorter buildings closer to the
neighborhoods
• May need to add height to support any added retail. 7-8 stories is ok with this resident.
• The Kroehler building adds character to the neighborhood and you need to respect the
fact that it’s a historical, protected building.
• Consider renderings for 41 W. Jefferson (combo retail and residential) - MetroCRE.com

COMMUTER EXPERIENCE
• Trains are packed. Jim confirmed Metra is engaged in this process.
• Metra is in a financial trouble so added service is going to be a problem.
• Uber is going to be increasingly used by commuters. Cost is comparable to parking for
those within a mile.
• 10% of commuters are currently taking the bus
CHILDRENS MUSEUM
• Resident would like to see the museum move the water tower lot and be modernized.
• Keep it within the neighborhood. Several residents agreed.
• Washington Jr. High kids do volunteer at the museum so it should stay close to the
school so they can walk there.
• Increase parking on the museum lot but keep in mind that Washington school students
will be walking to school during the morning rush.
GREENSPACE
• Intersperse greenspace throughout the area to make it feel more open.
• Build greenspace and parking decks and swap this space with another space the park
district owns for Ryan to develop
Participant #1 added the following post-meeting:
I think that there is an opportunity to develop some office space and F&B outlets to create a
more 24/7 lifestyle (not night clubs, just bars that aren’t empty and retail that doesn’t lose money
opening til 9 pm). Downtown Naperville is dead during the weekday evenings as there is no
office space to support the F& B outlets. There is, in my opinion, a good opportunity to attract a
younger type of office lifestyle (we work, innovation space etc.) which would support some F&
B in the evenings. Connecting the Children’s museum, with its hands on tech’ displays to startup, innovation office space, could also be an interesting approach especially if the Children’s
museum could focus more on technology.

